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Talking about art… Houston Art Scene April 28th, 2010 

 

 Have you even been asked to express your views about a work of art? If so, did you struggle with 

interpreting your feelings or opinions about the art piece? 

It has always amazed me how nervous people become when asked to express their views about a work of art.  

Perhaps the uneasiness comes from the fear of sounding ignorant or believing your view is somehow incorrect. I 

think most everyone can agree artists attempt to communicate their individual thoughts, beliefs and feelings 

through their works, and that an artist’s message does and should mean different things to different people. 

No two people will have the exact same view or understanding of a single work of art. If you believe our 

individual upbringings, gender, culture, socio-economic status, and education all influence our opinions, and that 

those individual characteristics affect the way we approach art, you should conclude there is no right or wrong 

way of seeing or interpreting art. 

The following ideas do NOT require you to understand the historical background behind each work of art, 

nor do they require you to have a background in the arts. Use them as a suggested outline to look at any art form. 

Next time you are viewing a work of art, answer the following questions – you might just be surprised by 

how much you actually know about art! 

 

Physical Properties:  
 How big is it and how does its height relate to its width? 

 What did the artist use to make it? 

 How did the artist apply or assemble the media? 

 What texture was created? 

 Is the work 2-D (flat) or 3-D (relief or in-the-round)? 

 Is it wall-mounted or free-standing? 

 Is it framed or unframed? 

 Is it on a pedestal or on the floor? 

 Does it have any apparent function? (Some art is meant to be used.) 

 

Subject Matter: 
 Look at the image. Is it real, symbolic, abstract, non-objective, or figurative? 

 Does the title allow you to understand the work or does it give you no clue? 

 

Illusionary Properties: 
 What visual devices are used? 

 Does the artist use overlapping? 

 Does the artist use perspective? 

 Does the artist vary the proportions or scale? 

 Does the artist effectively use shading? 

 How does the artist play with space? 

 

Formal Properties: 
 How does the artist use line? 

 What shapes or volumes, real or implied, does the artist use? 

 Does the work use color or not? 

 What kind of texture does the artist use? 

 What other compositional devices or tricks does the artist use? 

 

Viewer Perspective (the most important!) 
 What psychological elements affect you as a viewer? 

 How do the physical dimensions affect you? 

 Does what you see make you think or feel–or both? 
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